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ADVERTISEMENT. 


I did not receive Sir Harry Trelawny's Ser- 
mon till the latter end of laſt September, near 


four months after it was preached, I hope ſome 


Apology will be afforded me for the delay of this 
Letter. 

The Reader is likewiſe deſired to obſerve, that 
though the following pages immediately relate to the 
Sermon abovementioned, there are ſeveral remarks 
interſperſed on ſome publications that have lately 
appeared in the religious world, which it was 
thought proper to take notice of, as they are con- 
nelted with the ſubjetts under diſcuſſion. This, it 
is hoped, will be excuſed by my Readers in gene- 
ral, and by the Reverend Gentleman to whom I 
addreſs myſelf, in particular. 

As the depravity of nature inclines men to read 
what may be written againſt the truth, rather 
than what may be ſaid in its defence, I think it 
neceſſary to declare, when profeſſors of religion 
have read with avidity what a favourite Author 


bas offered againſt à truth, if they afterwards 


refuſe, on any pretence whatever, to hear what 
may be ſaid for it, they wilſully cheat themſelves 
out of truth and happineſs. 1n this manner, it 
is to be feared, many Proteſtants and Papiſts are 
awfully ruining their own ſouls. 


T. R. 
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TO THE REVEREND 


Sir HARRY TRELAWNY, Bart. A. B. 


Rev. Six, 


HAT command, buy the truth, and 

| ſell it not, has certainly a ſpecial reſpect 

ro that evangelic truth, which is emi- 

nently Gop's ordinance for the ſanctification 
and ſalvation of man, and the only relief which 
Heaven will ever provide for the guilty and 
the miſerable. Happy in the poſſeſſion of this 
truth, our venerable anceſtors knew that they 
had a cheap bargain, when they had bought 
it with their blood; and it would be ingrati- 
tude to them, injuſtice to ourſelves, and an 
act of wanton cruelty to poſterity, either to 
ſell it for gain, or to give it away, for the airy 
honour of being eſteemed moderate and candid 
men. Yet, how faſliionable this latter iniquity 
is, cannot be unknown to any one, who has 
the ſlighteſt acquaintance with the goſpel, and 
B | with 
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$ I's Romaniſts are Schiſmaticks. 


with the world : and, as we are ourſelves in 
danger of entering into the ſame temptation z 
therefore, however painful it may be, friend- 
ſnip demands the execution of that warrant 
which we have from Gop, to exhort one another 
daily, left any of us ſhould be hardened —— the 
deceitfulneſs of ſin. 

Once, Sir, we ſaw you, as we thought, run- 
ning wwell for the ſalvation of precious ſouls 
(abating for the acrimony of your invectives 
againſt others, which did not ariſe from he 
love of the Spirit) ; but that you have been ma- 
terially hindered, is conſpicuous from your ſer- 
mon preached at Mr. Ward's meeting- houſe, at 
Taunton, May 26, 1779 upon which, as a per- 
ſon concerned for the inhabitants of the town 
where it was delivered, I take the liberty of 
making a few remarks; and the rather, as it 
was © publiſhed at the requeſt of the miniſters 
« who heard it.“ 

To be perfectly joined together, in the ſame 
mind, and in the ſame judgment, 1s both poſſible 
and eaſy, for the men who are ſtriving together 
only for the faith of the goſpel; but when a 
worldly ſpirit debaſed the church of Rome, it 
made that ſchiſm, which reduced us to the al- 
ternative of giving up our allegiance to CHRIST, 
or our connection with her. What ought to 
be done in ſuch a caſe, was plain ; but for our 
conduct, ſhe thundered out againſt us her 
anathemas, which (vain as they were) affrighted 


6 the 


The Romaniſts are Schiſmaticks. 3 


the gazing nations; ſhook the thrones of pro- 
teſtant princes; and in great meaſure, ba- 
niſhed religion and common ſenſe to their na- 
tive heaven, while ſome were compelled to 
weep. out their ſolitary complaints, almoſt re- 
tired from human view. Elated with this 
victory, and drunk with blood, the moſt inva- 
luable upon earth, what brainleſs jargon did 
the Babylonian whore pour out, through many 
long infamous centuries ; while attentive Eu- 
rope publiſhed, with noiſy acclaim, her inde- 
licate effuſions, as if they had been divine 
oracles !—Alas! ſhe was herſelf drunk with 
the wine of her fornications |! 

Bur is not this woman now become an ab- 
borring to all fleſb ?—We muſt have thought 
ſo, if we had not known the contrary; and 
if ſome among ourſelves had not lately con- 
vinced us, that they eſteem the found of po- 
piſh chains, the ground-work of all political 
muſic. 

But, why did my honoured friend, who abo- 
minates popery *, (I do not ſay, indulge the 
expectation of pardon in purgatory, yet, in 
fact) go beyond it, by the hope of receiving 
forgiveneſs, even at the judgment feat of 
CnrisT? We will conſider that afrerwards, 
At preſent, I am entirely with you in the ridi- 


Sermon, Page 15. 
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cule, with which you ſo juſtly treat her inſo- 
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4 The Romiſh Church not our Mother. , 


lent pretenſions to be the mother of us all*. A 
church, which, as papal, was never united to 
Crr1sT, and is only the mother of harlots and 
abominatisns of the earth *, who never was, nor 
will be a penitent, could be no deſirable an- 
ceſtor, though we are now removed 263 years 
from the time when the reformation began; 
therefore we reckon our religious deſcent from 
the reſolute few, who, long before the year 
1529 (when the reformed began to be called 
proteſtants), exclaimed againſt the errors of 
the man of ſin, as ſome did every year ſince 
A. D. 606; and the proteft of ſome or other 


of them, was entered upon record in every 


age. No perſon can deny that theſe men had 
deſcendants ; and, as proteſtants, they are our 
anceſtors. But to return. 


Sermon, page g. Rev. xvii. 5. 


© In the ſame manner St. Paul reckons his ſpiritual 
genealogy, Gal. iv. 25, 26. He was lineally deſcended 
{rom a church and ſtate, which treated Chriſt nearly as 
the papiſts do now, To diſſent from ſuch a church, was 
his honour ; and, as ſhe had apoſtatized from the origi- 
nal deſign of her eſtabliſhment, he properly calls her by 
the name of Hagar, the Egyptian, (who was never mar- 
ried to the Apoſtle's progenitor Abraham) : For this Agar 
is mount Sinai in Arabia, and anſwereth to Jeruſalem, 
ewhich now is, and is in bondage with her children; but Je- 
1falem which is above, is free, which is the mather of all 
thoſe, who imbibe the ſpirit, and imitate the cuſtoms 
and manners of the ancient, and of the heavenly Jery- 
ſalem. | 
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The Rights of the Magiſtracy and Miniſtry. 5 


An impoſing and intolerant ſpirit did not 
expire, nor, conſidering the depraved ſtate of 
human nature, could it have been expected 
that it ſhould, in the ſame year 1517, when | 
Luther began to ſnatch the civil and religious 
liberties of an abuſed world out of the pope's 
hands: and though theſe principles are now, 
in a great meaſure, beat out of their intrench- 
ments behind ſynods, councils, and aſſociations, 
by a diſcovery of the Scriptures“ ſufficiency, 
as a rule of faith and practice, and by a ge- 
neral acknowledgment, that the apoſtolic ſy- 
nod * does not impower any uninſpired men to 
impoſe their opinions upon the world; yet, 
nothing but a more copious effuſion of the Di- 
vine Spirit, than the churches at preſent en- 
joy, can ever put a final period to thoſe ec- 
cleſiaſtical uſurpations, which are ſuch a re- 
proach to the Chriſtian name. 

As a Vine, the church of God well repays 
every one, who ſerves as a providential wall 
for her ſupport; ſo Laban was bleſſed for Ja- 
cob's ſake.— But the Loxp made the magi- 
ſtracy and miniſtry, which are to ſerve his 
church, independent of each other, both un- 
der the Jewiſh and Chriſtian diſpenſation “. 
Therefore that miniſter at Rome has wholly 
caſt off the Chriſtian faith, who lords it over 
his own ſtate; and employs thoſe kingdoms 


2 Acts xv. d Zech. iv. 3, 11. Rev. xi. 3, 4. 
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6 The Rights of the Magiſtracy and Miniſtry. 


and powers, referred to in the Revelations un- 
der the emblems of ſeven heads and ten horns, 
to reduce every church and ſtate upon earth 
to his obedience. And though the ſtate af- 
fects no ſuch unlimited domination in England, 
Ruſſia, or the northern kingdoms of Europe; 
yet it orders its own miniſtry, whether Proteſ- 
tant, Greek, or Lutheran, to grow under its 
ſhade, that it may derive new honours to 1t- 
ſelf, from the different temporal regulations 
which it appoints, in the Redeemer's ſpiritual 
kingdom. 

But from the beginning it was not ſo; tor no 
man was ever prophet, prieſt, and king, but 
Melchizedek, and his infinitely greater Anti- 
type, Jesvs. On the contrary, Gop has made the 
magiſtracy ſupreme, over all perſons, in every 
affair which relates to this life; while the i- 
niſtry is to direct all perſons, from the word of 
God, in ſpiritual affairs, whether they relate to 
time or eternity, Yet there is this difference, 
that, while there muſt neceſſarily be a ſubordin- 
ation of the executive to the legiſlative magi- 
ſtrate; as the work of all miniſters is preciſely 
the ſame, therefore Cyr1sT has expreſly for- 
bidden them to ſeek, or accept any diſtin- 
guiſhed ſecular honours amongſt, or temporal 


precedency above, their brethren *, In the 


kingdom of CaR1sT, there is no other lawful 
or poſſible way of being the greateſt of all, but 
being ſervant to all. 


Mat. xx. 20 - 28. Mark x. 35 —45. 5 


'The Eftabliſhed Clergy reproved. 7 
Ir this divine conſtitution had been regarded, 
it might have prevented that doctrinal diſagree- 
ment, between the Church of England and her 
miniſters, in which (on the part of the mini- 
ſters) you, Sir, ſeem to glory *, where you tell 
us, thar, * Though the articles of the national 
« church are Calviniſtic, yet the doctrines of 
« John Calvin are generally exploded, by all 
e ſenſible and learned men: —of many ſuch 
% ornaments the eſtabliſhed church can boaſt.” 
Doubtleſs the oppoſers of Calviniſm, and the 
doctrines of the Reformation, are the men! 
But, if you are not miſinformed, what avail the 
ſenſe and learning, which could not preſerve 
them from connecting themſelves with a church, 
whoſe doctrines they think it their duty to ex- 
plode? Or how can they be the ornaments of 
a church, who can alternately /g and explode 
the ſame articles ? 
If theſe learned and ſenſible gentlemen, are 
too conſcientious co repeat a part of the Burig! 
ſervice, over ſome eminently wicked perſons, 
or to pronounce the ab/o/ution in any ſick 
chamber whatever; yet it may well fill them, 
and every other clergyman, with horror, to re- 
flect, that by ſigning their aſſent and conſent 
to the laſt of theſe, they are perſonally, and 
every one of them, acceſſary to that ruin which 
the Roman Pontiff 1s meditating againſt this 


Sermon, p. 9. 
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8 The Eftabliſhed Clergy reproved. 


nation; whoſe emiſſaries are this moment mak- 
ing uſe. of that prieſtly alt, as an argument 
drawn from among ourſelves, to eſtabliſh their 
infernal uſurpations.—Alas ! there cannot be 
much religion in England, while the eſtabliſhed 
clergy continue to ſign one ſyllable which they 
do not believe, or which they wiſh altered, as 
ſoon as they have ſigned it !—Pray, therefore, 
more earneſtly than ever, ye holy friends of 
our Jeruſalem, that Gop would reform the re- 
formed churches , and make the root of bitterneſs 
deteſtable to thoſe who bad cut down the poi- 
{onous tree. 

St. Paul probably gave Timothy that form of 
found words, which he orders him to hold faſt 
but it appeared to the HoLy Gnos r, that the 
tranſmitting it to us, would have made a need- 
leſs addition to the inſpired canon; ſince any 
Chriſtian, of common underſtanding, who is 
taught the truth as it is in Jesus, can, at any 
time, give us a general ſcheme of divine truth, 
ſufficient for our ſalvation. Therefore, when 
the above prayers come to be anſwered, whe- 
ther the Heidelberg confeſſion, and the Aſſembly's 
Catechiſm are uſed or not, parents, tutors, and 
churches will certainly be induſtrious, to im- 
preſs upon the minds of their young ones, thoſe 
religious principles, which contain their own 
eternal hopes and fears: they cannot do other- 


The Act of Uniformity. d 2 Tim. i. 13. 
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The Goſpel Faith from God. 9 
wiſe, if Gov, who is /ight and love, is in them; 
and their reaſon will teach them to repreſent 
them in an orderly manner. 

What theſe principles are, the holineſs and 
goodneſs of Gop muſt neceſſarily have immu- 
tably determined for us all. At the ſame time, 
he would have made us murderets, if he had 
left us any method of determining it for others, 
than by the manifeſtation of his truth to-each 
other. Yet there is certainly a difference (and 
in all other affairs but this, you can ſee it), be- 
tween our petſecuting men, becauſe their prin- 
ciples do not coincide with ours, and refuſing 
to join with them in that worſhip, which, we 
believe, does not come up to the Mount-Sion 
pattern. The former of theſe, CaurisT has 
forbidden ; but we believe that we imitate the 
firſt preachers of the goſpel, when we do the 
latter. And I ſmile at thoſe who call me a 
papiſt, merely becauſe I oppoſe the methods 
by which, though without deſign, they are 
themſelves haſtening the return of that grievous 
abomination. 

As Diſſenters, we neither can, nor would we, 
% impoſe human explications of the goſpel 
upon the conſciences of men;“ conſequently, 
the danger and folly which you ſpeak of *, does 
not concern us, At the ſame time, we ſhould 
be deprived both of human and religious 


Sermon, p. 6—g. 
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10 Evangelical Principles aſſerted. 


liberty, if we muſt neceſſarily enter into eccle- 


ſiaſtical connections with every man, who calls 
himſelf a Chriſtian, however heterogeneous his 
religious principles are from our own; and if 
Gov himſelf has commanded ſuch mixtures, he 
has both enjoined and forbidden us, to contend 
earneſtly for the faith once delivered to the ſaints. 
— However, as far as we know our Lon p's will, 
we dare not ceaſe to warn every man, by word 
and deed, of whatever appears to us dan- 
gerous, either in his faith or practice. 

We are not aſhamed, Sir, to profeſs our be- 
lief of the doctrines you have mentioned, viz. 
« The Trinity, the Godhead of Chriſt, the per- 


« ſonality of the Holy Ghoſt, and full ſatisfaction 


« to injured Juſtice by the death of Chritt :” And 
ſo important are they, that, at firſt view, I 
hoped you had been only objecting to the man- 
ner in which ſome had treated of them, till I 
found , that the men whom you think we 
ought to embrace in the arms of chriſtian 
triendſhip, are thoſe who only reſpect CHRIST, 
as the firſt and moſt favoured. creature of 
* Gop;” who conſequently could only furniſh 


the church with ſuch an atonement for ſin, as 


is neither worth having, nor worth combating. 


- But has the goſpel then no principles pecu- 


liar to itſelf, which a man cannot ſafely give 
up, though he ſtill retains the Chriſtian name ? 


Sermon, p. 8. » Page 14, 
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Evangelical Principles aſſerted. it 


Or is it my duty to believe, that every man 
who thinks his creed is true, and has the ſame 
opinion of himſelf and his brethren, as you have 
expreſſed *, has therefore certainly drank into the 
true ſpirit of the goſpel, and heard and learned 
it from the Father ?—It fo, why do you refuſe 
communion with the Papiſts? Is it worſe in 
them to exalt the Virgin Mary to divine ho- 
nours, than in others to degrade the Son of 
Gop to the rank of a mere creature? And 
may they not be as incere in the former, as 
your friends are in the latter ? 

If the Gon RAD of ' Curisr is revealed in 
the Scripture, it cannot take rank and place 
among the Iotas and tittles of the law. If it is 
a truth, it is of ſuch a nature, that whoever is 
indifferent abour it, too nearly reſembles thoſe 
heathens, of whom it is ſaid, that when they 


is modern candour! But there cannot be a 
greater abſurdity in nature, than to believe the 
GopHeap of CnrisT, and yet be indifferent 
about it, whether he is honoured as Gop. The 
Scripture muſt contradict itſelf, if it vindicates 
ſuch a conduct: therefore your panegyric upon 
the Arians does not, and indeed could nor, 
abound with ſcripture quotations : yet, accord- 
ing to cuſtom, you prefixed: a motto to your 


diſcourſe, which, detached from the place where 
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Sermon, p. 13—15. b Rom. i. 21. 
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knew God, they glorified him not as God. Such 


12 2 Cor. x. 7. conſidered. 

it ſtood, ſounded well enough wor; * pur - 
poſe, viz. 2 Cor. x. 7. 

Fam one, wwnoilry tauru, ** . in 
bimſelf, that be is Chriſt's, let him again betbint 
bimſelf of this, that as be is Chriſt's, ſo we alſo 
are Chriſt's; and poſſeſs more proofs of a re- 
lation to him, and of a call to the miniſtry, than 
he himſelf can pretend to. Some, it ſeems, at 
Corinth, look ing ſuperficially upon the Apoſtle's 
conduct, were ready to argue, from his mild- 
neſs to a church which had ſo publicly ſinned, 
that be walked according to the fleſh, to whom he 
replies, by cautioning them not to force him 
to exert his apoſtolic power; and to obſerve 


the more conſpicuous ſignatures of CHRIST 


which were upon him, than upon themſelves. 
But what had this to do, Sir, with our think- 
ing well of the Arians, whoſe defence you have 
undertaken ? Did the apoſtles ever preach 
againſt the Gopneap of CHRIST N; or againſt any 
of the doctrines which ſtand connected with it? 
Nothing could be more remote from their de- 
fign And you certainly could not believe, 
that becauſe Trey ſo ſtrenuouſly maintained the 
great truths of the goſpel, therefore we ought 
highly to eſteem thoſe miniſters, who avowedly 
deny them.—It is eaſy to prefix words, which 
you want to put into the mouths of the peo- 
ple, to a diſcourſe with which they have no con- 
nection. But certainly ſome or other of the 
thirty or more miniſters,, who were charmed 
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The Unitarians and Calviniſts compared. 13 


with your defence of the modern candour, for 
their own ſakes at leaſt, ſhould have pointed out 
the inconſequence of your doctrine from your 
text; unleſs your friends really believe, that 
zeal againſt Calviniſm will apologize for the 
want of argument, as a certain writer * practi- 
cally apprehended that it would apologize for 
the want of truth in the creed which he has 
drawn up for the Calviniſts. 

Will you, Sir, reply.“ There were ſtronger 
* marks of Chriſt upon the apoſtles, than upon 
% thoſe who oppoſed them.“ allow it: and 
here I acknowledge your text meets with your 
deſign. It mult alſo be confeſſed, that in ftat- 
ing this wiſe compariſon between the Calviniſts 
and Unitarians, as you call them, you have 
; drawn up ſuch a character of the latter, as true 
charity muſt wiſh every man deſerved. But why 
did you omit, or at leaſt not expreſly mention, 
the moſt amiable of all characters in a ſinner ; | i 
viz. Humility ?—Are none of your brethren Bum- 1 
ble? Tf they are, was it kind to name the ; 
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charge of their being adtuated with pride,” | 
and their © exalting their reaſon in oppoſition to 
& Scripture *,” without confuting it? However, 25 g 
as you have not done it, permit me to ſay, 
calmly, that as I do not underſtand how it is poſ- i 

\ 


ſible, for the mere man Chriſt Jeſus, co imprint 
ſuch holy marks of himſelf upon his diſciples, 
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14 The Calvinifts and Unitarians compared. 
as the Gop-Man®Jerovan”Jegvs can eaſily ef- 
fect, ſo I cannot, at preſent, ſee” how a man 
can be humble, who, with a Bible in his 
hand, denies the Gopfrab and Atonement 
of CHRIST, which are written, as with [ſun- 
beams, in the Old Teſtament and the New. 
Recolle&, Sir, your own words *, „ Stubborn 
* geniuſſes will think; and they will»-ſpeak 
& what they think;“ and eſpecially that in- 
ſpired' PEPE; * rebuke is better . 
ſecret love. > #714 
After enumerating the virtues of the Ans , 
you ſpeak highly of their © labours, prayers, 
« 'ſupplicarions, enquines, meditations, and di- 
« ligence, in ſtudying the word of CnrisT.” 
And if 1 could inſtrumentally improve their 
virtues, it would make a large addition to my 
own happineſs. For this purpoſe, I wiſh them 
to recollect who it was that ſaid, FI honour 
myſelf, my honour is nothing ; but be that ſecketh 
bis glory that ſent him, «the ſame is true, and no 
unrighteouſneſs is in him. Go commands me to 


Sermon, p. 7. 


> In your firſt confeſſion of faith, you was pleaſed to ex- 
preſs yourſelf in the following terms: Like the ſun in 
« the firmament, the Triune God, Father, Son, and 
«« Spirit, three co- equal, co-eternal, conſubſtantial, 
« though iind perſons, of the /ame and equal power, 
„ glory and majeſty, ſhines forth eminently conſpicuous, 
« and infinitely amiable, &c. &c.” 


© Sermon, p. 13—15. 
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Cemal and godly Stucerity explained. 15 


honour all men; yet, ſurely, not to honour all, 
under whatever character they pleaſe to aſſume. 
I am no man's Judge; but if you ſhould arrive 
at that age of life, in which a#ions are commonly 
believed rather than words, you will ſee that our 
Lorp's direction, By their fruits ye ſball knew 
them, points out the only way in which men 
can be known. 

Lou tell us much of your /incerity ; but be- 
ware of eſtabliſhing your own righteouſneſs, and 
conſequently haſtening away to Rome, to which 
many will be carried, like paſſengers aſleep in a 
ſhip, and never awake, till they find themſelves 
in the midſt of that city of deſtruction.— But 
what is this /ncerity ? If it be perfection, then 
we have no farther need of CR ISH if it be any 
thing ſhort of that, it can be no more than an 
evidence of our intereſt in his atonement, 
which is the only foundation of our eternal 
hopes; for the goſpel is no remedial, new-mo- 
delled, or moderated law. — But it cannot be 
even an evidence, unleſs it is a gedly ſincerity. To 
explain my idea, permit me to obſerve, that the 
Scripture knows of but two ſtates that men can 
be in; viz. in the fleſh, or in the ſpirit; and every 
man's ſincerity certainly follows his own ſtate, 
He that is in the fleſh, whether he is a Chriſtian or 
a Pagan, Mahometan or Jew, cannot pleaſe God; 
for even his ſincerity is blind, proud, partial, 
yea earthly, ſenſual and deviliſh , being only an 
expreſſion of that wiſdom of the fleſh, which is 

1 enmity 
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16 Carnal and godly Sincerity explained. 
enmity againſt God, and not ſubjett to his law, nei- 
ther indeed can be. On the contrary, the true 
Chriſtian's ſincerity is intelligent, humble, im- 
partial, affectionate, diligent, ſpiritual, and full 
of good fruits —For CurisT's ſake, fearch and 
ſee which of theſe, my honoured friend, are the 
characters of your ſincerity, Our neighbours 
miſtakes about us, may be a temporal infelicity 
to us; but we are undone for ever, if we think 
ourſelves ſomething, while we are nothing.— 
The Scripture ſays, He that believes ſhall be ſaved; 
but your friend fays *, ** That the man who is 
„ ſincere in his profeſſion, and conſcientiouſly 
« virtuous in his conduct, will be ſaved, what- 
« ever religion he is of.” This is depreciating 
the goſpel, or removing into another.—But do 
not thouſands apprehend, as they imagine, on 
* ſerious conſideration,” that they are right, 
who are yer in the gall of bitrerneſs, and in the 
bonds of iniquity ? 

I know not who they are, that call you and 
your friends Reprobates *, but waving a ſubject, 
for the full diſcuſſion of which human intellects 
are eminently unequal, I beſeech you, by all 
the unknown tenderneſs of ImManver's heart 
to ſinners, take care that thoſe words may never 
be applicable to you; viz. & TaMat TPOYEypate 
pever, who were of old forewritten to this condemnu- 
ation ; for all Gop's words will be accom- 
pliſhed, in whatever book they are written. 


a Note, p- 11, 12. d Sermon, p. 13. © Jude 4. 
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Eternal Eleftion, aſſerted againſt Mr.Welley. 17 
As to thoſe who are ſaved, Gop is ligbt; and 
therefore muſt have fore-known all the mem- 
bers of CuRIST's myſtical body; Gop is love z 
and therefore he muſt have choſen them in 
CurisT before the foundation of the world, as 
the Scripture aſſerts * ; for the love which does 
nothing, and deſigns nothing, is nothing, 

Mr. Weſley, on the contrary, endeavouring 
to prove that election only takes place in time, 
would explain the above Scripture by Rom. iv. 
17. 3 where, before even Iſaac was born, Gop 
ſaid to Abraham, 7 have given, conſtituted or 
made thee a father of many nations, before Him 


who calleth thoſe things which are not, as though 


they were. Such a declaration, indeed, ſup- 


| poſes a preceding purpoſe ; but Gop's calling, 


in time, the things which are not, as though 
they were, cannot diſprove ſuch an eternal pur- 
poſe : and I ſee no weight in his argument, 


unleſs he can prove it as impoſſible for Gop to 
- chooſe his people before time began, as it was 


for Abraham to be actually the father of his 
offspring, before any of them were born. As 
little to the purpoſe of diſproving eternal elec- 
tion, is the other ſcripture which he mentions; 
viz, CnHRIST's being called a Lamb flain from 
the foundation of the world; for though he was 
not actually ſacrificed, till more than 4000 


years after, he was then „ain in the purpoſe 


* Eph. i. 4. 8 
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18 be State of the Heathens conſidered. 


and promiſe of Gop, and in his ſacrificial 
types. But the Scripture ſpeaks of a choice 
made before the foundation of the world * ; 
which muſt either be proved to be impoſſible, 
or admitted upon the credit of the divine 
veracity, which aſſerts, that whom he foreknew, 
he did predeſtinate ; and that as an act diſtinct 
from his calling them, and prior to it. And 
Gov's appointing his people to ſalvation, through 
ſanAification' of the ſpirit, unto obedience, and 
ſprinkling of the blood of CHRIST, no more proves 
that he did not chooſe them according to his fore- 
knowledge, from the beginning, and before the 
foundation of the world; than a man's deſign- 
ing the means for accompliſhing any affair, 
proves that he had not before intended. the 
end.—May the Loxp keep this gentleman's 
(Mr. Weſley's) followers from the iniquity of 
calling any man father or maſter upon earth, — 
But to return. | 

Your liberality, Sir, in beſtowing ſeats in 
paradiſe upon Pagans and Mahomedans , muſt 
be conſidered. —Burt all that I know upon that 
ſubject is this; viz. that as many as fin with- 
out law, will periſh without law : on the other 
hand, in every nation, he that fears God, and 
works righteouſneſs, is accepted of him, through 
the atonement of Jzsus CHRIS HH; that name 
under heaven, given among men, by which alone 


a Eph, i. 4. » Rom. viii. :9, 30. © Sermon, p. 11. 
| any 


ment ſave all that are ſaved; for CarisT, as 
mere man, cannot diſpoſe of ſeats in heaven, 
to any but thoſe for whom they are prepared of 
the Father. But how, or to what degree, 
CarisT may be made known to thoſe who 
never heard of him, Gop has not declared; 
and therefore it does not concern me to 
know. 

When you come to the other ſide of the 
compariſon ; viz. to © examine the claims of 
the orthodox in private life,“ you draw 
back at firſt ; afterwards you call them, © the 
« elet of God, holy and beloved“; and 
very ſeriouſly declare of thoſe Unitarians, who 
had once been Calviniſts, that when they were 
ſuch, © they were generous, pious, charitable, 
“ benevolent, worthy men ©.” But to have 
compleated your argument, they ſhould have 
more than continued to be ſuch, after the 
change of their ſentiments ; the ſcale ſhould 
have gone down in their favour, with large 
additions to every one of thoſe virtues, 

However, while you eſteem them greatly 
improved in the point of charity, permit me 
to aſk, Is it not a very great ſin, to endeavour 
to bring the world to ſuch a diffidence about 
the GophEAb, and conſequently about the 
Atonement of CHRIST, as muſt neceſſarily 


Sermon, p. 10. b Page 16. © Page 14. 
1 weaken 
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any can be ſaved. His GophrAD and Atone- 
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20 A Remark on Mr. Faweett's Pamphler. 


weaken, if not totally deſtroy thoſe animated 
exertions for our own, and others ſalvation, 
which you recommend *? Certainly it is an 
awful abuſe of language, to ſanctify ſuch a 
conduct by the appellation of Charity; it is 
putting darkneſs for light, and dignifying an 
earthly vapour with the name of the ſun. But 
the term Bigot weighs nothing with me, while 
the things for which I am contending are not 
trifles, but the moſt intereſting realities ; while 


Gop is my record, that my zeal for them is the 


reſult of ſober enquiry; and while I can prove 
to every man, that I demand for myſelf no 
other liberty of thinking, ſpeaking, or acting, 
in ſupport of my own principles, than what I 
believe every other man upon earth has an equal 
right to enjoy. 

I am, Sir, unacquainted with your friend, 
the Rev. Mr. Towgood, who, it is ſaid, firft 
led you into what is called the modern can- 
dour. That gentleman will, however, know, 
at the day of judgment, whether he befriended 
or injured the world, by the pains he took to 
modernize your ideas of eternal things. 

It ought not to have ſurprized us, that ano- 
ther gentleman, who has avowedly admitted 
into his pulpit miniſters of (what we call eſſen- 
tially) different principles, ſhould have written 
a pamphlet, intitled, Candid Reflections on the 


Sermon, p. 16, 17, 
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A Remark en Mr. Fawcett's Pamphlet. 21 


different Manner in which many of the Learned 
and Pious have expreſſed their Conceptions con- 
cerning the Doctrine of the Trinity; when a fit 
occaſion ſhould draw him forth to ſuch an ex- 
ertion. It is ſaid, that this piece had a ſecon- 
dary hand in fixing you in your preſent reli- 
gious ſentiments z and I will believe it did you 
good, the moment I ſee that it has made you 
more holy, humble and active for the Re- 
deemer's glory in the world. Till then, I be- 
wail the miſchief, which I believe it did you; 
and conſequently the church and the world, 
Our opinion of Athanaſius and Calvin, comes 
too late to do them either good or hurt; but 
while Mr. Fawcett applies the epithet pious to 


. whomſoever he pleaſes, I have the leſs concern 


about the manner in which one or other have 
expreſſed their conceptions. on this ſubject, as 
it is no part of my creed bow the FaTrrs, 
Sow, and SP1R1T exiſt; for Gop hath not re- 
vealed it: and as the reaſons why I believe the 
proper Gopneap of CnrisT, are drawn from 
no other book but the Scripture; yer, as the 
bleſſed Gop has adopted into the New Teſta- 
ment, thoſe long uninſpired Jewiſh phraſes, pa- 


- radiſe, the kingdom of heaven, the world to come, 


&c. I believe I am in no danger of offending 
my Maker, as this gentleman would infinuate, 
by uſing the words Trinity, and Original Sin, 
while 1 affix to them no ideas, but what are 

5 conſonant 
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conſonant to the Scriptures; and treat them 
only as the words of fallible men. | 

But I hope, Sir, yon will excuſe me in turn- 
0 ing my attention to a certain writer, under the 
J. fignature of a moderate man, who inſcribed to 
you a pamphlet, entitled, The Importance of 
I Truth: or the Danger of Moderation inveſtigated ; 
| occaſioned by your ſermon at the Exeter aſſem- 
bly *. I have not time to reply to every thing 
in his three conferences ; but beg leave to an- 
{wer ſome of his molt intereſting objections, 

The Moderate Man ſays to the Orthodox 
| Chriſtian, 

1 M. No one's change of opinion ought to 
« be imputed to him as a crime.“ 

Anſwer. Rom. 1. 28. As they did not like to 
retain God in their knowledge, God gave them 
over to @ reprobate mind. Gal. iii. 1. O fooliſh 
Galatians ] who bath bewitched you ? 2 Theſ. i. 
10, 11. They received not the love of the truth, 
that they might be ſaved. And for this cauſe, 
God ſhall ſend them ſtrong deluſions, that they 
ſhould believe a lie. 

M. Tou differ juſt as much from him,“ 
that is, the Arian, as he does from you.” 

A. Differing from the Scripture, is the only 
point of Chriſtian dread in this affair. 

M. I do not find that a belief of his” 
(that is Cukisr's) © Deity, in any form, is any 
« where made neceſſary to ſalvation *.” 


Sept. 9, 1778. > Page 8. Page 21, 30. Page 25. 
A. CnRIsr's 
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A. CnrrsT's works, in general, as well as 
the follwing words, fully proved his Gopaeap; 
viz, Jesus; IMMANUEL; the WorD was Gop; 
T and my Father are one; my Lord and my 
God; thou knoweſt all things; — believe alſo in 
me; — all my things, are thy things, Gr. — I am 
the Son of the Bleſſed ; and ye ſhall ſee the Son of 
Man fitting on the right hand of power, and 
coming in the clouds of heaven. And I cannot 
ſee how thoſe words can be true, Every ſpirit 
which confeſſeth that Jeſus Chriſt is come in the 
fleſh, is of God; unleſs we underſtand that it 
was the true God, and eternal life, that was ma- 
nifeſted in the fleſh, as the ſame author calls 
him. So, at leaſt, the Jews underſtood his 
ſaying that Gop was his Father *® , therefore, 
ſay they ©, For blaſphemy we ſtone thee, and be- 
cauſe that thou, being a man, makeſt thyſelf God. 
If. they had miſtaken our Lord's meaning, his 
integrity and holineſs muſt neceſſarily have 
undeceived them: on the contrary, his an- 
ſwer, on that occaſion, was full to the purpoſe 
of confirming their idea, that he was EGA 
WIrn Gop; for * he contraſts himſelf with 
thoſe whom their lac called Gods, fo as to 
exalt himſelf infinitely above them. In one 
particular, indeed, he and they agreed ; viz. 
that both had been ſan#ified, or ſet apart for 


* 1 John iv. 2. v. 20. John v.18, John x. 33. 
4 John X. 34— 38, . 
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their reſpective offices; but in two other re- 
ſpects they differed (toto cæœlo) as widely 
as poſſible. They were in the world; bur, 

conſidered as Mediator, the Father ſent bim 
down. from heaven; and they were perſons to 
whom rhe word of God came: but his works 
proved, that be had a nature to which the 
word of Gop could not come; for he was in 
the Father, and the Father in him, as Gop *. 

Denying the Gopne ap of CHRIST, has ruined 
the Jewiſh nation for 1700 years; and this 
ruin would not have been ſo conſpicuouſly juſt, 
if his claims, which they refuſed, had not been 
clear. And if Arian views of CarsT would 
have ſaved them, provided they had enter- 
rained them, why did the Evangeliſt John 
write his goſpel againſt the errors of Cerinthus, 
* who denied his Divinity, as 1reneus aſſerts? 
The goſpel of CARIST is not, nor ever will be, 
the ſame as the goſpel of the Ebionites and 
Cerinthians Therefore I beſeech this mode- 
rate Gentleman to re-conſider his candour, be- 
fore he attempts to ſpread it any farther. 

Mr. Abbadie's mode of reaſoning on the 
GopHtar of CHRIST, (viz. “ That if ſome of 
* our Lord's words do not prove that he is 
« Gop, he muſt be an impoſtor, and worſe than 
+ Mahomet”) the Moderate Gentleman pro- 
nounces unuſual, weak, ſhocking, profane, inde- 


John x. 38,—See the Poſ/cripe to this Letter. 
cent, 
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tent, and blaſphemous *.—But has Gop ſaid ſo 


too? Hear CurisT, ſpeaking of the Father, 


If I ſhould ſay that I know him not, in any pe- 
culiar or divine manner, which is what you 
Jews want me to ſay, 1 ſhould be a liar like unto 
you. Again: If I have ſpoken evil, in refer- 
ring the high-prieſt to my hearers for an ac- 
count of my doctrine, bear witneſs of the evil: 
and another ſcripture ſaith, zudge ye what T ſay : 
and when we have judged, as Gop has enabled 
and commanded us to do, I know of no arro- 
gance or blaſphemy there is in ſaying, that 
ſome of his words expreſs that he is Gop, un- 
leſs he deſigned to deceive us.—lIt is real blaſ- 
phemy, however, to give ſuch a ſenſe of Scrip- 
ture, as tends to divert men's attention from, 
and weaken their affection to its doctrines, 
whether they are Arians, or whoever they 
are. 

M. The Scripture ſays nothing, either of 
« the infinite guilt of ſin, or of an infinite ſa- 
« tisfaction “.“ 

A. CHar1sT has taught us, that ſcripture con- 
ſequences are ſcripture ©. So he reaſons con- 
cerning the doctrine of the reſurrection : That 
the dead are raiſed, Moſes ſhewed at the buſh, 
when be called the Lord the God of Abraham, &c. 
and if, as the Apoſtle obſerves, in is the tranſ- 
greſſion of a law, which is a tranſcript of every 


2 Page 31—33. o Pape 33. © Luke xx. 37. 
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attribute of the Deity; if, by this command- 
ment, it becomes exceeding finful; and if Gop 
| ſpeaks of it as that evil and bitter thing which 
his ſoul hates; is not this aſſerting its infinite 
guilt ?—On the other hand, theſe phraſes, Lo! 
I come— Awake, O ſword ! againſt the Man that 
is my Fellow—Gop bought the church with his 
own blood — and, ye are not redeemed with cor- 
ruptible things, &c. ; are, with me, expreſſive 
of the neceſſity of an infinite ſatisfaction. 

M. Admitting that the Saviour is equal 
* with the Father, I do not ſee how a contrary 
* opinion can endanger the ſalvation of thoſe 
* who maintain it “.“ 

A. This is opening a wide and effectual door 
for Deiſm. But what has Truth itſelf ſaid * ? 
This is life eternal, not only that they might know 
thee the only true God, but allo Feſus Chriſt whom 
_ thou haſt ſent ; therefore, adds he, F ye believe 
not that I am, ye ſhall die in your fins, Gr. And 
again : Ye believe not, becauſe ye are not of my 
ſheep. —And it ought to alarm thoſe, who, like 
the Jews, deny the Gopnz apr of CHRIST, to ob- 
ſerve, that thoſe words ©, Hearing ye ſhall hear, 
and not underſtand ; and ſeeing, ye ſhall not per- 
cetve; are ſix times applied to the latter in the 
New Teſtament *. 


Page 34. » John xvil. 3. © Iſaiah vi. 9, 10. 
« Mat. xiii. 14. Mark iv. 12. Luke viii. 10. John xii. 
40. Acts xxviii, 26. Rom. xi. 5. 


M. True 


; 
* 
4 
of 
4 
3 


The Moderate Gentleman anſwered, 27 


M. True love to CnHRISSH does not conſiſt 
* jn any ideas which men may entertain of his 
« perſon or eſſence, but in a juſt eſteem of his 
„ moral excellencies, and a practical regard to 
him, according to the ideas which they have 
66 of his character and offices .“ 

A. Knowledge is the parent of love: and a 
Juſt eſteem of CHRIST's excellencies, ſuppoſes 
ſuch a knowledge of his perſon and offices, as 
the Scripture gives, and not merely as the hu- 
man fancy may embrace. 

As to the object of worſhip, it is confeſſed, 
that ſcripture prayers are commonly addreſſed 
to the Father, or to Gop; yet all believers 
call upon the name of the Loxop Jesus, and with 
the penitent thief, and dying Stephen, pray to 
him. The following prayers are alſo addreſſed 
to the Lord the SpirIT : Awake, O north wind, 


and come thou ſouth. —Grace be unto you from the 


ſeven} ſpirits which are before the throne —And, 
The communion of the HoLy Ghost be with you. 
Why then does the Moderate Gentleman ſay, 
that © there is not a ſingle act of prayer per- 
formed to the SPIRIT in the Scripture * ?”? 


—We were not baptized in the name of one 


Gop, and two creatures ; or of one Gop, a crea- 
ture, and a quality. But to whomſoever we 
are dedicated in baptiſm, in him we muſt be- 


2 Page 35. D Page 41. 
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lieve for the accompliſhment of what he has 
promiſed. 

It appears * that this gentleman has read the 
Socinian objections againſt the GopHEAD and 
Atonement of CHRIST, ariſing from the ſup- 
poſition of his ſatisfying himſelf, and mediating 
with himſelf; to both of which the following 
words appear to contain a ſufficient anſwer z viz. 
of him, and through him, and to him are all things : 
ſo © the cattle upon a thouſand hills are the 
* Lord's;” yet we do not ſay that he ſatisfied 
bimſelf, when he accepted a typical ſatisfaction 
from ſome of them, from off the Jewiſh altars. 
And by the help of Gop Abraham pleaded for 
Sodom; yet we do not ſay that Gon mediated 
with himſelf for that city. The ſame may be 
ſaid of the Lorp Jesvs CHRIST. 

He alſo tells us that the ſuffering man 
CHRIST JEsvs, “ had an intimate, though in- 
* comprehenſible union to Deity—on account 
of which union, he is properly Gop;“ and 
that the Godhead of CarisT is the very 
„ Godhead of the Father.” But he denies 
that the Godhead and Humanity are ſo united 
as to become one perſon ©; when ſpeaking of 
the orthodox, he ſays, ** If the God and the 


* Man are but one perſon, what is aſcribed 


„ to one, muſt be aſcribed to both, which 
* cannot be, without deifying the man, and 
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6 abaſing the God: To avoid this difficulty, 
« they are obliged to have recourſe to the 
& diſtinction between the human nature and the 
« divine. Thus, e. g. they do in accounting 
« for the humiliation and the death of 
4 CHRIST his ignorance of the day of judg- 
« ment—his interceſſion, &c. which is really 
ſeparating the human perſon from the divine 
« Perſon, and ſo making two Chriſts ; for nei- 
4 ther action nor ſuffering, knowledge nor ig- 
* norance can be aſcribed to the nature of any 
being abſtractedly, but the perſon. What- 
« ever ChRISTH ſays, or does, or ſuffers, or 
„knows, &c. it muſt be the per/on Chriſt, 
“ which is but one, or Chriſt himſelf,” who, 
&« whatever natures he has, is but one and the 
% ſame individual being; and I add, the di- 
e ſtinction now referred to, is merely a hu- 
e man invention, of which the Scripture is 

„ altogether ſilent.” 
A. What then is the meaning of this ex- 
« preſſion, The WorpD was made fleſh, and 
dwelt among us — In bim dwelleth all the full- 
neſs of the GophEAD bodily —and, Of whom, 
as concerning the fleſh, CarisT came, who is 
over all Gop bleſſed for ever? —We ſay of 
Man, he eats, drinks, and ſleeps, and add, he 
thinks, reaſons, and loves and it is no human 
invention to ſay, that ſome of theſe actions be- 
long to his animal, and the other to his rational 
nature ; or to add, that the perſon who does 
| theſe 
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theſe things, is but one, though each nature 
performs theſe ſeveral operations reſpectively. 
So the Scripture aſſerts Cugisr's GophEAD 
and Humanity, and ſays of the latter, that 
he died, roſe again, and was ignorant of the 
day and hour of judgment: Theſe things are 
expreſly ſpoken of him, as the Son of Man. 
But the following words refer to a very dit- 
ferent nature; My God ! thou knoweſt all things; 
and, where two or three are gathered together 
in my name, I am in the midſt of them. Yet 
theſe things are all ſpoken of, or by the ſame 
perſon ; © who, whatever natures he may 
„ have,” as the Moderate Gentleman obſerves, 
* is but one and the ſame individual” per- 
ſon. This 1s the foundation of our truſt in 
Cnr1sT, and of the worſhip we pay him: bur 
if his GophEAD and Humanity do not conſti- 
tute one perſon, it cannot be ſaid that he is 
Gop, only that Gop is Gop. 

But if the Arians think by this device to 
ſink their Saviour into a mere man, as Dr. 
Prieſtley calls him, whether the Orthodox Chri- 
ſtian apprehends that his opponent has me- 
rited the name of Apollo or not, I muſt, at 
leaſt, conſider him as a miſtaken man, as long 
as he aſſerts, that © an Arian, or a Socinian, 
has as honourable conceptions of the glory 
* of Jxsus CHRIST, as” an orthodox Chri- 
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ſtian *; that the“ difference is not material, 
« or ſo great as it has been generally ſuppoſed 
« to be; that it is ſuch as not at all affects 
« the real glory of Jesus CHRIST ©,” or yet 
more ſtrongly, < that it cannot be ſaid wherein 
« they differ. | 

I apprehend it is the Father only whom the 
Anti-trinitarians honour, and not CHRIST, any 
otherwiſe than as a mere man, in whom the 
GopHEap dwells, I know not how, and ſup- 
poſe themſelves are not agreed; yet not ſo as 
to make the Saviour the ſame proper object 
of divine worſhip and confidence as the Fa- 
ther. 

If it had been the will of Gop that we 
ſhould join ourſelves in Chriſtian fellowſhip 
with ſuch men, to have quoted one word of 
his injoining it, if there had been any ſuch 
word in the Scripture, would have been infi- 
nitely more to this Gentleman's purpoſe, than 
all that he and others have urged upon that 
head. But if he can ſay the things which we 
have heard from him, he himſelf aſſigns ten 
thouſand reaſons why we ſhould refuſe that 


connection with the Arians, to which he 1o 


earneſtly invites us.—To think highly of er- 
roneous perſons, is not the charity which edi- 
fies, but, on the contrary, deſtroys individuals 
and churches. And if real Chriſtians, by their 
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mental or practical errors, force us, for our 
own ſafety, or that of our connections, to avoid 
their ſociety; the ſin and ſhame is theirs, not 
ours,—Irt is they who make the ſchiſm in the 
body of CarisT.—1 love all Gop's children; 
but much more that incorruptible ſeed, by which 
others are to be made ſuch. I can deſpiſe the 
momentary laugh and deriſion of being termed 
infallible, but how ſhall I live or die ſerene, 
if I ſuffer Infidels or profeſſing Chriſtians to 
rob me, of either the whole, or any part of 
the Goſpel ? 

We are very ſenſible, that many other per- 
ſonal and local cauſes, beſides Arianiſm, may 
deſtroy our congregations, or vital religion in 
them; but till his Gentleman can ſhew us one 
congregation upon Earth, where vital religion 
is flouriſhing under Arian or Socinian princi- 
ples, Gop's witneſſes will not ceaſe to warn 
every man, night and day, with tears, againſt 
the modern candour, which contains the vital 
ſtamina of Deiſm and Popery; and is the firſt 
cup the whore of Babylon ſends round the re- 
ligious world, to prepare them for her future 
deſigns. 

The Moderate Gentleman having named the 
Exeter aſſembly, permit me to ſay, that I a»- 
prehend religion has been declining among the 
preſbyterian diſſenters in that city, ever ſince 
Mr. Pierce's time, who poiſoned it, and the 
neighbourhood, and ſo eventually Taunton, 

| I | and 


Arianiſm not to be encouraged. 3J 
and yet more diſtant places, with his Arian 
doctrines. If it ever revives, it muſt be by 
the power and grace of IuMANUNL Jenovans 
who, when he comes, will /eparate the chaff 
from tbe wheat.— At preſent, alas! where are 
there in Devon and Cornwall, forty-five diſſent- 
ing miniſters, of diſpoſitions nearly ſimilar to 
theirs, who nobly teſtified their ſubjection to 
Curi1sT, at the Exeter aſſembly (in the manner 
they thought proper), May 6th, 1719 ?—The 
followers of Jusus ought, at leaſt, to be cer- 
tain, that the preſent aſſembly is not a com- 
bination againſt the Gop HEAD of CRRISTH, be- 
fore they attend it again; for this is the doc- 
trine, ſtantis et cadentis Britanniæ : and, as Ixsus 
Cunisr never ſent any man to preach againſt 
his Gopneap ; ſo Gop regards no man, but as 
he regards CuRisT ; therefore I believe it to 
be ſinful in any man, to preach, or encourage 
others in preaching againſt that doctrine; and 
that it would be ſinful in me to ceaſe to teſtify 
this to every man. But to return: 

Nothing was more familiar with the Jews,” 
ſays Bp. Hurd, “ than to convey an inform- 
ation to others, efpecially if that information 
* was of importance, by natural, rather than 
artificial ſigns ; I mean, by deeds, rather than 
by words; as every one knows, who has but 
*« dipped into the writings of the Old and New 
«« Teſtament*** This remark could not have 


been realized in any thing ſo intereſting to us, 
F | as 


34 Cum isr's 70 Natures united, a Covenant. 


as in the union of the human and divine nature 
in Cuxisr: and it has been eminently verified 
in this prime inſtance, by him who ſaid, 7 will 
give thee, who art the Jenovan IMManver, 
for a Covenant of the people *. This union had 
been adumbrated by Gop's dwelling in the 
temple; but he reſides perſonally and con- 
ſtantly in the temple CnrisT, to which the 
GopHEAd has united itſelf. This eſſential co- 
venant, which ſubſiſts in the two united na- 
tures of the Mediator, and gives a preſent ex- 
iſtence to every hope of the Chriſtian, is the 
original, from the deſign of which the written 
covenant was drawn. And I beſeech my ho- 
noured friend to enquire, whether the Arians 
do not reject this Covenant of God, by rejecting 
the Gopmtar of CurisT; at leaſt, the mere 
man CHRIST JEsus, can be only one party in 
this Covenant; and that infinitely the meaneſt. 
In a letter to Dr. Prieſtley, I mentioned ſome 
of the ſcriptures which prove the proper Derry 
and Atonement of the Loxp Jzsvs. Who- 
ever denies theſe doctrines, muſt neceſſarily 
have lighter thoughts of the eſſential holineſs, 
truth, and righteouſneſs of Gop, and conſc- 
quently of the nature and evil of fin, than 
travellers to Sion uſually entertain; nor can 
they ſo eftabliſh the law, as thoſe who believe, 
that the Gop-Man deſcended to fulfil all its 
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requirements, and bear its tremendous curſe. 
And if we deny the union of the Human and 
Divine NATURE in CHRIST, we cannot even 
believe that the perſon who died for us, pre- 
ſents the requeſts of every individual believer 
before the throne; much leſs that, as an om- 
nipotent and omniſcient friend, he is preſent 
with all his people, to influence them to every 
good word and work; and with all other be- 
ings, with whom they have any concern, to 
actuate and guide their operations, or to con- 
troul their malevolent deſigns. Yet no man can 
ſay that Jesvs is the Lorn, but by the HoLy 
GHOST. 

While I am writing, death is advancing, 
But I am not ſatisfied with the expedient you 
have thought of, for the relief of the Arians in 
another world, if they ſhould find, as they cer- 
tainly will, “ that CnRISsT is really Gop him- 
« ſelf.” You ſay they will aſk, and doubt 
not but they will obtain, forgiveneſs, But if 
they ſhould uſe that word forgive, in eternity, 
it will be an explicit acknowledgment, that 
their Judge had ſufficiently notified his own 
GODHEAD to them here; and that it was their 
ſin, as we now aſſert, that they had not pro- 
perly attended, or ſubmitted to the truth of 
it, But how does this method for their relief, 
agree with the concluding ſentence of your 
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ſermon, which tells us, from the word of Gop, 
that in the grave © there is neither work, wil- 
dom, or device.“ Certainly prayer is ſome 
work or device: you brought, therefore, Gop's 
word, to confute your own ſcheme. And 
other ſcriptures ſpeak the ſame language; In 
the place where the tree falleth, there it ſhall beb; 
be that is filthy, let him be filthy flill*, Our Lox o 
alſo thus anſwers the Jews ſimilar hope of for- 
giveneſs after death; ¶ heſocver ſpeaketh againſt 
the Holy Ghost, it all not be forgiven him, 
neither in this world, nor in the world to come; 
that is, he hath never forgiveneſs *. Any hope 
of that nature, would awfully harden the hearts 
of the wicked: but after death, there is no 
forgiving Gop to be invoked ; no Mediator 
between Gop and man; no SPIRIT to help in 
prayer; and the promiſes are out of date in 
eternity, and hold forth no pardon for unbodied 
ſpirits. 

You add, But if you will, we will allow, 
« for the ſake of the argument, that he is con- 
&* demned. I aſk, what ſort of a hell muſt be 
'* his portion? Is he to dwell for ever with 
„ blaſphemers? His ſoul abhors blaſphemy.” 
Do not ſinners of every name, Sir, in the ſame 
manner reaſon themſelves out of all fear of hell, 
being ignorant of the law of Gop, of the ng- 


* Ecclef. ix 10. d Ecclef. xi. 3. Luke xvi. 24—26, 
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ture of fin, and of their own ſtate? But as 
all fin is one in its nature; ſo there is but one 
ſort of hell; it is prepared for all who love 
not the Loꝝ D Jesvs, but reject the only method 
of ſalvation ; and, whatever men may think 
of themſelves, Gor eſteems that man a blaſ+ 
phemer, who ſays he is a Chriſtian, when he is 
not. May Gop preſerve us both from an ini- 
quity, which cannot be more common than it is 
infamous. 

I was ſorry to ſce you quote, with approba- 
tion, in your ſermon before the Exeter aſſem- 
bly, a writer who ſpeaks of our © aſſiſting 
% Gop to accompliſh his divine undertaking ;” 
and another, who ſays, ** Dei, enim ſumus ad- 
& jutares;“ i. e. we are Gop's helpers. It 
would not honour the authors of theſe ſen- 
tences to name them; and I need not tell you, 
that the words in 1 Cor. iii. 9. (from a part of 
which you diſcourſed) are literally, For of Gop 
we are the joint-workers. Of Gov the buſbandry ; © 
of Gop the building are ye. If the laſt clauſes 
of this text declare Gop's property in the ſpiri- 
tual huſbandry and building, it 1s probable that 
the firſt declares the ſame in his joint-workers ; 
of whom ver. 7. ſays they are not any thing. 
Labourers together with Gop, is an impro- 
per rendering on every account, ſays Dr, Dod- 
dridge. 

But it gave me yet more pain to hear, that 
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you had joined in the ſolemn work of Ordin. 
ation with Dr. Prieſtley ; whoſe Appeal to pro- 
feſſors of religion, &c. ſhews him to be wholly 
unacquainted with the Goſpel; and whole 
ſchemes of Necefity and Materialiſm, ſeem to 
ſtrike at the foundation of all religion. That 
Gentleman deſires that Our great Parent and 
Guardian, may only operate upon us by the 
agency of ſecond cauſes, acting by ſettled 
* laws, without exerting any immediate in- 
* fluence upon us.” But if his ſcheme is 
right, we mult alter thoſe words 1 John iv. 16. 
and no longer read Gop 1s, but Gop was, 
love : and in a yet leis honourable manner, 
treat many other parts of the inſpired canon. 
He has indeed, the ingenuity to acknowledge, 
in his preface to the ſermon, which he preached 
upon that occaſion, that * the pious writers of 
e the Scriptures, ſeem to have aſcribed every 
thing that is good immediately to Gop ,” 
and that this is“ the moſt literal interpreta- 
e tion,” and © the moſt obvious meaning of 
% ſcripture language,” as well as © the general 
« opinion of Chriſtians.” But theſe pious 
writers, though inſpired by Gop himſelf, do 
not ſatisfy the Doctor —No: — he gives 
** more attention to appearances ; and there- 
* fore fees in them what the generality of 
* mankind do not.” — And what has he ſeen ? 
—Things which are © utterly incompatible 
with the doctrine of ſovereign grace, the 
3 “ poſſi- 
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& poſſibility of inſtantaneous converſion, and of 
„ any availing converſion at the lateſt hour of 
„ life;” and things which ſatisfy him (to uſe 
his own words) “ that their * doctrine of a new 
« and miraculous birth, is altogether unſcriptu- 
& ral and deceitfu].”—This he has the effron- 
tery to declare, in evident contradiction to nu- 
merous texts which aſſert and imply, that ex- 
cept a man be born again, he cannot ſee the 
kingdom of Gop.— Good Gop! when will this 
man ceaſe to blaſpheme Jzsvs and his goſpel ? 
I hear his ſermon offended many; and I 
hope, among others, you, Sir.— This, at leaſt, 
is certain, that the church of Gop has no good 
to expect from thoſe miniſters, who can eſteem 
Dr. Prieſtley as a miniſter of CHRIST. 

Some time ago you publiſhed an obvious 
truth in my pulpit; viz. that © the Arians had 
* ruined many once flouriſhing churches.” And 
though I do not apprehend there ever will be 
again an Arian nation upon earth; yet it ſhould 
be obſerved, that Arminianiſm and Arianiſm 
lead directly, the former to Popery, and the 
latter to Deiſm ; which two abominations mu- 
tually generate each other. And as the devil 
has nothing more to wiſh, than that he crea- 
ture may be exalted, and ChRISTH degraded; fo 
we ſhall have the leſs reaſon hereafter to blame 
the papiſts, if we ourſelves now meet them 
half way. | 


The Calviniſts,} 
| I beg 
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I beg leave, therefore, to aſk the miniſters, 
who requeſted the publication of your ſermon, 
what good end they believe it was adapted to 
anſwer ?—Was it not deſigned to diminiſh the 
Calviniſts inordinate eſteem of CHRIST, and i#- 
creaſe their love to thoſe men, who think more 
moderately of his glory? Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do. -I muſt not 
- flatter any man.—I believe your beſt friends 
wiſh you to print no more, upon religious ſub- 
jects, till years have matured a mind, which 
certainly poſſeſſes abilities, by which human 
nature may be profited, provided they are kept 
at the feet of Jzsus, and diligently employed 
in his ſervice. Remember, therefore, how a 
worthy miniſter began his ſermon at your or- 
dination, April 22, 1777; viz. © One thing is 
L evident, that Gop in his works, providen- 
tial and gracious, aims to hide pride from 
« man. The haughtineſs of men ſhall be bowed 
* down.” — Therefore he that puts off humi- 
lity, puts off Cyr1sT. 

I have expreſſed myſelf thus freely on ſe- 
veral ſubjects, to diſcharge a good conſcience 


before Gob; and in hope of ſaving myſelf the. 


neceſſity of replying, if you, or any of your 
friends, ſhould think proper to anſwer what L 
have here. offered. At the ſame time, I do not 
know of any word in this letter, which proceeded 
from diſaffection to any man: — I da not know 
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the man whom it would not give me joy to 
ſerve. | 

To conclude, as a ſinner, I have not a hope 
of ſalvation, but what flows from Immanvuezr's 
Atonement ;z or, to vary the expreſſion, what 
leans on his all- potent arm for ſupport. And 
if you, or your friends, ever think proper to 
beſtow a charitable prayer upon me, let it be 


this, that his grace may more than ever pe- 
netrate the heart of, 


RE v. Str, 
Your truly affectionate, obedient, 


humble Servant, 
Taunton, 
March 1, 1780. 


THoMas READER: 


OST SS CK1P-T; 


FTER I had finiſhed this Letter, I was grieved 

to ſee the pamphlet, improperly called The In- 
portance of Truth, &c. on which I have offered ſome 
remarks above, fo earneſtly recommended by Mr, Faw- 
cett, in an Appendix to the Second Edition of his Candid 
Reflections, &c. addreſſed to the Gentlemen of the Inde- 
pendent Fund. But, without interfering with any fu- 
ture notice which thoſe Gentlemen may think proper 
to take of this publication, as Mr. Fawcett has de- 
clared himſelf for the [n-dwelling Scheme (whether this 
is, or is not any thing more than diſguiſed Arianiſm, 
or rather Sabellianiſm; and whether it is or not ini- 
mical to that humility, which is neceſſary to the ac- 
knowledg ment of the Myſtery of Ged, and of the Father, 
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and of Chriſt) ; I thought it my duty to loſe: no time 
in 3 that it appears to be wnſcriptural. Paſſing 
over, there * all, the names which this Gentleman 


has mentioned in his Appendix, as of no material 


weight to decide a divine truth, I cannot believe that 


CHRIST was only a mere creature, in whom the 
, 
1. Becauſe it is eſſential to the idea of a creature to 
be limited in his nature, powers, and enjoy ments; 
therefore, it could never be truly ſaid of a human, an- 
gelic, or even ſuper- angelic ſpirit, that in him dwelleth 
all the fulneſs of the GoDnrapr budily; therefore, in 
him, muſt mean in the Jenovan JesUs. And when 
the Apoſtle prays for the Epheſians *, that they might be 
filled with all the fulneſs of God, the context ſhews, that 
he eſpecially means that fuſs of Gop's love, to thoſe 
who had been his enemies, which renders him perfect, 
as an object of a ſinner's hope and confidence“: this 
is that only fulneſs of God, with which a ſinner can be 
filled; and which, as connected with all his perfec- 
tions, may be called all the fulneſs of God; and with 
his we may be filled, after a creature meaſure and 
egree. | 
If Crr1sT had not been Gor effentially, how 
could he have ſaid, As. the Father knoweth me, even ſo 
know I the Father? But without any term of infe- 
riority, he declares, No one knoweth the Son but the Fa- 
ther ; neither knoweth any one the Father, ſave the Son, 
and he to whomſoever the Son will reveal him. Gobp's 
way of knowing all things, 'is by an intimate preſence 
in and with them. In this way the Father knoweth 
the Son ; and without this, no being can compleatly 
know another ; therefore creatures cannot know Gop, 
as he is; for when they dwell in him, it is only as 
when a drop falls into the ocean, and occupies its own 
contracted place there, without being preſent with 
every part of it. If CaxR1sT had thus only known the 
Father, he did not know him as the Father knew him, 
or in any ſuch manner as could authorize the uſe of a 
term of ſimilarity about it. And if it was the Father's 
GoDHEAD in him which only knew the Father, with- 
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out his having any proper GoDHEAD of his own, then 
he only ſays that the Father knew the Father, 

3. CaR15T aſſerts abſolutely, I am in the Father, and 
the Father in me : but CHRIST cannot be in the Fa- 
ther, as the Father is in him, unleſs he is in every 
thing that is in the Father, and eſſentially and conftantly 
ſo. And if this had not been his meaning, I do not 
ſee how he could have ſaid, He that hath ſeen me, hath 


ſeen the Father b. No creature, however exalted, how- 


ever filled with Gop, can truly ſpeak thus; and no 
creature can perfectly exhibit Gop to view. But both 
theſe words are plain and eaſy to be underſtood, if we 
conſider the LoRD JEsvs as the ſelf-exiſtent, unorigi- 
nated JEHov AH, who is ineffably one with the Father; 
yet diſtinguiſhed from him, in a manner inexplicable 
to creatures, — This, Chriſtians, is the fountain-head 
of your everlaſting hopes ! 

4. CarisT is the Image of the inviſible God, yea, the 
brightneſs of the Father's glory, and the expreſs Image of 
his perſon ; but not as man; and if he is ſo as poſſeſſed 
of the very GoDHEAD of the Father; then the image 
and the original are the ſame. 

5. If we take theſe words in the ſenſe of the in- 
dwelling ſcheme, My Father worketh hitherto, in creation, 
providence, and grace, and I work; I can make no 
more of them than this; as tho' CHRISTH had ſaid, / 
and I wort; for the creature Jesvs did not work theſe 
things; and if it was only the FaTHER's GoDHE an 
in him that wrought, then it was, I and I wrought ; 
that is, the GoDHEAD as it was in, and out of CHRIST, 
wrought ; but this would, 1ſt. Imply ſuch a diſtinction 
in the GoDHEAD, both as to being and operation, as [ 
ſuppoſe thoſe gentlemen, who hold the in-dwellin 
ſcheme, will not admit : and, 2dly, It would ſuppoſe 


that an abſolute Gop wrought many things for man's 


happineſs, which he did not perform through a me- 
diator; which is contrary to the general tenor of 
Scripture. But the words are plain, if we admit of 
an unknown diſtinction, and yet an eſſential oneneſs in 
the GopHEAD of the FATHER and of CHRIST.— 
The ſame. may be ſaid of theſe words, Ye believe in 


2 John x. 38. xiv. 10. b John xiv. . 


Gon, 
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Gop, believe aijoin Ms : in the ſenſe of the in-dwell- 
ing ſcheme it is, Ye believe in Gon, and in Gop. 80 
this prayer, Grace be unto you from God the Father, and 
from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, upon this ſcheme is, Grace 
be unto you from God, and from God. 

6. As theſe words, us make man — baptizing 
them in the name of the FATHER, and of the Son, and 
of the SPIRIT —and, there are three that bear record in 

eaven, &c. ſeem to declare that there are ſome un- 
known diſtinctions in the GopHEaD ; ſo, if it was 
not for this, it may be enquired, how man, a ſocial 
creature, could be ſaid to have been made in the image 
of Gor ? and how Cur1sT could have been a Mediator 
between Gon and Man, if he had not really poſſeſſed 
the nature of each? To conclude, 

I am to know no man's gifts, graces, or uſefulneſs, 
(after the fleſh, or) any otherwiſe than as they agree 
with the word of Gop — for the meek alone ſhall increaſe 
their joy in the Lord. Amen, Hallelujah ! | 
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